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eastern portion of the country and brings to
the sea a greater volume of water than any
other river of France. The valley, lying be-
tween the plateau and the Alps, is one of
remarkable beauty, and the delta formed at
the mouth of the river ie^ne of the largest in
the world. The Rhone is about 500 miles
long, and is navigable for 320 miles. By a
magnificent system of canals navigation has
been extended to the Rhine, the Seine, the
Loire, the Meuse and the Belgian system of
canals. The Rhone is one of the chief water-
ways of Europe, and, possibly with the ex-
ception of the Danube, the most important
European waterway in the traffic with Asia.
RHUBARB, roo'l>arb, often called pie-
plant, is a garden plant whose leafstalks are
used as filling for pies and for sauce. A
kind of wine is sometimes made from the
juice. The plant has large fleshy roots, large
leaves and stems six to eight feet high. The
rhubarb used in medicine is prepared from
the root of another species. The rhubarb
plant is a native of Central Asia, but it has
been transplanted into practically all the
countries of the temperate regions.
RIB'BON, any narrow woven fabric, usu-
ally of silk, satin, or velvet. The manufacture
of ribbon forms a special branch of the tex-
tile industry and requires looms specially
constructed for the purpose. Ribbons are of
all widths, from one-fourth inch up to nine
inches. Much ingenuity has been displayed
in constructing looms on which ribbon of
intricate patterns—sometimes including land-
scapes and portraits—are woven. On some
modern looms forty ribbons may be woven
at once. Ribbon is used for decorating wom-
en's and children's dresses, for tying pack-
ages and for numerous other purposes. Saint
Etienne, France, is the great center of the
ribbon industry. The output in the United
States amounts to about $30,000,000 a year,
three-fourths of which is made in Pennsyl-
vania and New Jersey.
RIBBON FISH, the name of certain deep-
sea fishes found in all salt waters. The body
is like a band, from fifteen to twenty feet
loiig, about one foot broad and an inch or
two thick, and is silvery in color. The bodies
of these fish, like those of all other deep-sea
animals, are stored with air to resist the
heavy pressure of the sea's weight, and when
they happen to be brought to the surface
the tendency of the cells is to burst, loosening
the muscular and bony systems and killing
 the fish. Sometimes the fish are seen in large
numbers floating dead on the water or lying
on the shore, having been cast up by the
waves. The fin rays in younger ribbon fishes
are extraordinarily developed, some of them
being several times longer than the body.
The same name is also applied to a thin,
though not ribbon-shaped, fish found in the
Gulf of Mexico and around the West Indies.
It has blackish-brown bands on a grayish
body.
RIBS, in the human body, twelve pairs of
bony arches constituting the walls of the
chest. They are joined in front to the breast-
bone, or sternum, and at the back to the spinal
column. The last two pairs are free in front
and are called floating ribs. In length the
ribs increase gradually to the seventh, and
then grow smaller. For illustration, see the
article skeleton.
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ICE, the grain that forms
the principal food of one-
half the population of the
earth is a member of the
grass family. It has been
used for food for many
centuries, and was known
in the East long before it
was introduced into
Greece and Rome. It is
now extensively culti-
vated on the lowlands of
the tropical and semi-
tropical portions of
Southeastern Asia, China,
Japan, Egypt, Southern
Europe and several states
of the United States. Its popularity in the
Far East is much greater than in the western
hemisphere, and in China and Japan it is of
greater importance as a food than are corn
and wheat in the United States. The annual
crop amounts to 100 billion pounds, and
ninety-six per cent of this amount is grown in
Asia. la China and some other warm coun-
tries two crops a year are raised; the Chinese
have 250 varieties of seed. The leading rice-
growing states of the Union are Louisiana,
Texas, Arkansas, California and South Car-
olina. The production in the United States
is constantly increasing, but it does not yet
meet the demands of the country, and a con-
siderable quantity is imported.
The Rice Plant. Rice is an annual plant,
of many varieties, but the principal ones
grown, in the United States are the gold seed

